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Master Recycler News is a  
publication of the Lane County 
Master Recycler Program.

Master Recycler 
Quarterly Potluck 
Tuesday, June 7 — 6 to 8:30pm  
The Glenwood classroom 

SHARE: Food and beverage 
MOVIE: REUSE! Because You  
Can't Recycle the Planet 

BRING: A Guest

Year-round 
Pharmaceutical 

Disposal Locations In 
Lane County

Safe drug disposal is available in every corner of Lane County. 
Use the Drug Take Back Box to:
•  Keep our waterways clean.
•   Reduce prescription drug abuse, especially among kids and teens.
•   Reduce avoidable poisonings of pets and children.

Prescription Drug Drop Boxes 
are for use by households. Items 
accepted include: expired or 
unwanted prescription and  
over-the-counter medication, 
including pet medication. 

•   Do not dispose of liquid     
     medication in a drug drop box.

•   Do not dispose of sharps in a  
     drug drop box. 

Note: Lane County accepts 
household sharps at all waste 
disposal and recycling sites for free.

Prescription Drug Drop Boxes 
are located at these Police 
Departments and the Sheriff’s 
office. 

Coburg Police Department (Mon-Fri, 8-5) 91136 N. Willamette St.

Cottage Grove Police Department (24hrs) 400 E. Main St.

Eugene Police Department (24hrs) 300 Country Club Rd.

Lane County Sheriff’s Office (Mon-Fri, 8-5) 125 E. 8th Ave. 

Florence Police Department (Mon-Fri, 8-5) 900 Greenwood St.

Junction City Police Department (24hrs) 672 Greenwood St.

Oakridge Police Department (24hrs) 76435 Ash St.

Springfield Police Department (Mon-Fri, 8-5) Justice Center 230 4th St.

    Oregon DEQ’s webpage on this topic:    
         http://www.deq.state.or.us/lq/sw/hhw/pharmaceuticals.htm
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In November 2013 the Register Guard published a story 
highlighting the challenges of recycling glass. At that 
time glass bottles and jars collected at the curb in our 
area were used for road base and drainage at Coffin 
Butte Landfill in Corvallis instead of being turned into 
new glass containers. That practice soon changed 
because a new recycled glass processing facility 
opened for business the very next month. Many folks 
that Sarah and I speak with still refer to that RG article 
from over 2 years ago and worry that their glass is not 
being recycled. Please be assured that glass bottles and 
jars collected for recycling in Lane County, are in fact, 
recycled into new bottles and jars.

The Good News About Glass Recycling

Here’s how it works:

Glass to Glass is a technology-based recycled glass 
processing facility located in Portland that opened 
in December 2013. This facility uses optical sorting 
technology to separate the different colors of glass and 
to remove contaminants such as ceramic, porcelain and 
stone. One of the reasons Portland was selected as the 
location for the Glass to Glass plant is because of the 
high-quality recycled glass available from the Oregon 

Container Deposit Program. The Oregon Beverage 
Recycling Cooperative (OBRC), which manages 
Oregon’s Container Deposit Program, collects and 
recycles 50,000 tons or 100 million pounds of glass 
annually through this facility.

O-I is the world’s largest producer of glass containers. 
The O-I plant in Portland employs 200 people and 
produces more than one million bottles per day, 
primarily beer bottles for local microbreweries. O-I 
Portland uses an average of 53 percent  
post-consumer recycled glass to make its containers 
according to the company’s 2014 Sustainability report. 
O-I receives its recycled glass from Glass to Glass.

Lane County Waste Management Division sends all 
used container glass collected at transfer stations,  
45-50 tons per month, to Glass to Glass. EcoSort 
Material Recovery Facility transports all used 
container glass it receives from local recycle haulers, 
400-450 tons per month, to that same recycled 
glass processing facility. The combined total of used 
container glass from the Waste Management Division 
and from EcoSort MRF averages nearly 500 tons  
per month. 

It is quite possible, if you purchase a microbrew, the 
bottle it comes in was made using glass containers 
that you or someone you know recycled.

NOTE: Bottles and jars must not be damaged before 
being set out at the curb, being brought to a transfer 
station or before redeeming for deposit in order to be 
recycled. This is a matter of worker safety and  
your safety. 
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How Recycling Is Like Flying
Recycling impacts climate change (for the better) as much as air travel worsens it. 

The greenhouse gas (GHG) 
benefits of recycling by 
Oregonians in 2010   
(reduced emissions by  
3 million metric tons of carbon 
dioxide equivalent) is nearly equal to the GHG impact of 
all air travel by all Oregonians  
to all destinations in that same year 
(3.2 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent).   

Nearly  
94,000 Tons

In 2014 Lane County 
communities together with 

the help of private waste  
and recycling companies 

recycled just under  
94,000 tons of materials  
back into new products.  

Thank you! 

The environmental  
result is reduced  
greenhouse gas  

emission reductions  
equal to taking 52,112  

cars off  the road for  
the year.

Websites  
Recommended By YOU
Jen Dygert, Winter 2014 — The Story of Stuff Project  http://storyofstuff.org/  
is still awesome. 

Nina Whitney, Fall 2006 — I have been perusing Aurora Glass lately because I’m going  
to get some tumbled glass for decorations at my wedding. Their glass is awesome for 
yards! So relevant this time of year.  http://auroraglass.org/  

Rodney Bloom, Fall 2000 — Journertoforever.org is an all-time favorite.  
http://journeytoforever.org/  It's got great composting information, resource information 
and displays respect for all that inhabit our planet.  

Jean Cottel, Spring 2007 — Treehugger http://www.treehugger.com/  especially today.

John Fischer, Fall 2006 — My favorite web site is YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/   
This is where I go to find information on how to fix broken things, e.g. type in 
"Fix Washing machine," and oodles of information is at your fingertips.
  
Toby Kubler, Fall 2009 — Here are links to two of my favorite sites. The first, I prefer 
Damon's emails over the site itself but I believe you can get on his list here:    
http://www.repurposedmaterialsinc.com/ and second, a good list to post and find  
good STUFF! http://www.materialsinnovationexchange.com/ 

Kelly Bell, Fall 2007 — Recent NPR waste and recycling topics include fast fashion, food 
waste and plastic-eating bacterium. Read or listen here:   
http://www.npr.org/sections/environment/

Sarah Grimm, 1992 Portland Metro — I'd like to offer a website recommendation. 
WasteDive.com is just fantastic. WasteDive.com is doing on line what reading Resource 
Recycling did for me as young Master Recycler. It acts as a window into the industry, and it 
generally lifts my spirits to see that folks are working on all the details. I signed up to get a 
daily (maybe weekly) digest. Scanning snippits of what’s going on is just perfect for my 
busy life and short attention span, I can read the full article if I want, or keep rolling 
through the headlines.  



    Volunteer Opportunities
       
Cuthbert Concerts May-October
Play before you pay! Willy Breninghouse and Shari Smith of Waste Free Oregon 
manage recycling for Cuthbert Amphitheater. Master Recyclers can attend concerts 
for free in exchange for helping sort the recycling and compost immediately after the 
concert. It’s a pretty smooth operation and takes about 2 hours. See Weird Al, Bob 
Dylan, Lyle Lovet, Deftones and more! Go to: http://thecuthbert.com/  
to view upcoming concerts then contact: Willy and Shari to get on the sort crew. 
willywray@yahoo.com, (541) 232-2834. 

Springfield Spring Clean Up  — Saturday May 14, 2016, 8am to 4pm 
see details page 5.

Oregon Country Fair Recycle Crew July 8-10, 2016 
Oregon Country Fair is seeking Master Recyclers to be Ambassadors at recycling 
stations throughout the fair. Costumes, if desired, are available. Minimum shift is  
3 consecutive hours in exchange for a day pass, including free bus service and early 
entry to the fair. Make the most of your day at the fair and arrive early on the worker 
bus. Some food vendors are open and serving coffee and breakfast. Stroll and explore 
the beautiful grounds of the fair in the cool of the morning before the gates open to 
the public. Early entry is a rare treat for those who do not camp and work all weekend. 
An on site orientation during the week before the fair is required for all recycling 
volunteers. Email Amy Hand at ocfrc.coords@gmail.com 

Bubbles Dish Project at Oregon Country Fair July 8-10, 2016
Kirk Giudici of Rising Moon Ravioli has been using real plates at Oregon Country 
Fair for over 20 years. In recent years additional food vendors have been invited to 
participate in the Bubbles Dish Project. Plans are afoot to eventually bring more 
durable dishware* into general use throughout the fair in the coming years but 
much planning, information gathering, guest and vendor education is needed to 
bring this successful pilot into practice fair wide. The Bubbles Dish Project is seeking 
Master Recyclers to be Ambassadors of durable dishware at Oregon Country Fair. 
Ambassadors interact with folks who are returning plates from one of 3 food vendors, 
manage plate deposits and gather comments from participants that planners can use 
to build a bigger reusable dishware system. Minimum shift is 3 consecutive hours in 
exchange for a day pass, including free bus service and early entry to the fair. Did I 
mention ravioli? Contact Kirk Giudici at kirkgiudici@gmail.com or (541) 912-4585  
to be a part of bringing real dishes back to outdoor events. 

*OCF uses real silverware throughout the fair and Get Fried Rice food booth (Ruby Larson, 
Spring 2005) uses real bowls at OCF and other fairs and festivals throughout the PNW.
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Tour Ahimsa 
Acres With Master Recyclers 
Dale Lugenbehl and  
Sandy Aldridge

Ahimsa is a Sanskrit word meaning 
"without harm or violence" which 
captures the sort of intentional 
living that Ahimsa Acres strives to 
promote. Dale and Sandy are long 
time presenters on the topic of a 
Lower Consumption Lifestyle for 
the Lane County Master Recycler 
Program. Dale and Sandy’s 
homestead in Cottage Grove has 
become a learning center for those 
seeking ideas and inspiration 
for a more environmentally 
sane existence. Interns cycle in 
throughout the year to learn 
organic gardening methods and 
lower energy home building 
techniques. 

This year’s tour for Master 
Recyclers and their guests is 
Saturday May 21 from 10am-12pm. 
The van will leave Glenwood 
transfer station at 9:30am. Make a 
reservation for yourself and your 
guests by signing up at:
http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerTour 
or call Kelly with your name, 
contact info and the name of 
your guests. Indicate whether 
you wish to ride or drive and how 
many additional passengers you 
can take. A van is provided for 11 
passengers. There is no maximum 
attendance but all guests wishing 
to carpool must have full cars. 

Ahimsa Acres Sunroom  
was added to the south wall of the main residence in 2006. Its main function 
is to capture heat from the sun and allow it to enter the first floor of the 
house for space heating. Concrete 
floors, in sunroom and inside the 
house, function as thermal mass for 
heat storage, and the system works   
  without additional energy inputs    
     or moving parts. The room also   
        functions as a solar clothes     
           dryer, food dryer, greenhouse   
   for early garden starts, and   
                    screened porch for sitting.
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Springfield Spring Cleanup 
There are still volunteer opportunities for 2016!

Springfield Spring Clean Up  — Saturday May 14, 8am to 4pm

To volunteer as a material handler for the clean-up contact:  
Erik Baker, ebaker@springfield-or.gov or (541) 525-2658.

For information about this event visit: 

http://www.springfield-or.gov/dpw/SpringCleanup.htm

The Springfield Spring Clean Up has evolved over time from a brush 
clean up event into a major recycling opportunity for the residents of 

Springfield. Those 
with a Springfield 
address can 
recycle or donate 
everything from 
clothing, furniture, 
building materials 
and electronics to 
auto batteries, tires 
and Styrofoam. 
Today the clean-
up recycles over 
16,000lbs of scrap 
metal and 20,000lbs 
of electronics during 

this one day event! The Springfield Spring Clean Up is expecting 500 
cars this year. 100 volunteers work throughout the day to unload cars 
and move materials to the correct reuse or recycling location. What can 
you do? Master Recyclers play an important role to help residents and 
volunteers identify reuse materials for the organizations on site that 
day. Habitat for Humanity, St Vincent de Paul and NextStep Recycling 
will all be there.

Springfield Public Works loves their volunteers! A variety of cold 

Tracy Hartz, class of Spring 2009

Kelly Bell, Master Recycler models  
spring clean-up tee shirt

beverages are available throughout 
the day. Pastries and snacks in the 
morning, barbeque lunch and the 
coolest t-shirt! Safety vests and gloves 
are provided. Closed toe shoes are 
required. Master Recycler participation 
has dropped off in recent years but the 
event could really use about a dozen 
of us. Help Spring Clean Up REUSE, the 
Recycle! You’ll be glad you did.

Summer ReUse And Recycling Education And Outreach
Master Recyclers are needed to educate folks, throughout Lane County, about the difference between trash and 
recycling, between compost and recycling, between reuse and recycling, to assist and inspire all of us to manage these 
resources better. Outreach and education at 3 fairs this summer will focus on reusable, recyclable and compostable 
materials, with an emphasis on acceptance guidelines, preparation instructions and collection options. We will be in 
Florence, Eugene and Cottage Grove. Compassion and humor in the face of confusion is a plus! 

 Florence Green Fair June 11 http://tinyurl.com/FlorenceGreenFair               6 or more shifts to fill                 

 Lane County Fair July 20-24 http://tinyurl.com/LCMRatthefair                       30 or more shifts to fill!

 Cottage Grove Heritage Fair Aug 19-21 http://tinyurl.com/LCMRatWOE   16 or more shifts to fill

Contact Kelly at: (541) 682-2059 or kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us if the Google doc does not work for you.



Lane County Public Works 
Waste management Division
3100 E 17th Ave. Eugene, Or 97403
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Save the Date!    Master Recycler Quarterly Potluck 

 

SHARE: Food and beverage
MOVIE: REUSE! Because You Cant' Recycle the Planet
INVITE: Bring a guest
RSVP to Kelly Bell or sign-up on the Google Doc at:  
http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck 

Watch the trailer here: http://www.reusedocumentary.com/

REUSE! Because You Can't Recycle The Planet - This 60 minute 
documentary follows Reuse Pro Alex Eaves' cross-country 
adventure to the 48 contiguous U.S. states. On his journey, he finds endless reuse solutions for our waste 
problem that are not only sustainable, but many of which are easy and fun! And he learns just how reuse 
truly benefits "people, planet, and wallet."

Alex Eaves is the founder of http://shop.stayvocal.com/ a ReUse apparel company.

Tuesday June 7,  6 to 8:30pm 
In the Glenwood Master Recycler classroom 
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